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AND OTHER TOWN OFFICERS OF 


LANGDON, N. is 


INCLUDING THE REPORT OF THE 


‘SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1884 
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INCLUDING THE REPORT OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


——FOR THE—— 


YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1884. 
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BELLOWS FALLS, VT. 
TIMES JOB PRINTING HOUSE, 
188% 
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SEGECTMEN’S REPORT. 


VALUATION OF THE TOWN. 
Value of real estate taxed, 
105 polls, 
173 horses, 
1 ass, 
62 oxen, 
234 cows, 
158 other neat stock, 
1328 sheep, 
26 hogs, 
18 carriages, 
Stock in public funds, 
Stock in banks, 
Money on hand or at interest, 
Stock in trade, 
3 mills, 
29 dogs, 


Total valuation, 


ASSESSMENTS. 
State tax, 
County tax, 
‘Town tax, 
School tax, 


$185,324 
10,500 
11,812 
12 
4,660 
7,620 
4,512 
4,294 
260 
994 
3,000 
8,300 
27,768 
2,090 
1,500 


29 


$271,675 


$620 
657 
200 

- 700 


00 
00 


00 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
CO 
00 
00 
00 


00 


00 
07 
00 
00 


$2177 


O7 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1884. 


PS a oe +4 H>— ee eee 

ij RECEIPTS. — } ty 
Cash in the treasury March 1, 1883, _ $ 236° 46 
Savings bank tax, 720 54 
Literary fund, 38 25 

Taxes of 1882, - 75 56 

Taxes of 1883, ~ 2301 58 

$3,372 39 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Cash paid state tax, ~$ 620 00. 
County tax, | 657 07 

On orders, . . Ap epee 

. $3,133 34 

Cash in the treasury March 1, 1884 239 05 
A Nee $3,372 39 
Balance on state tax, 1388 79) 


SAMUEL KING, Treasurer. 
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EXPENDITURES. 
TOWN OFFICERS. 
Daniel P. Davis, ) Selectmen $48 25 
Robert C. Huy, | for’ 27 85 
Almon E. Clark, 1882, 20 00 
Charles M. Lufkin, town clerk, 1882, 22 55 
Henry Prentiss, town clerk, 1883, . 22 00 
Charles F. Pierce, sexton, 1883, ; 2 00 
Jarvis C. Walker, sexton, 1883, , 25 00 
L. G. Hill, care town hall, 2 00 
M.S. Prentiss, supt. school committee, 25 00 
F. R. Bates, sexton, 1883, 19 00 
C. A. Holden, collector taxes, 22 00 
S. King, town treasurer, ) 20 00 
Charles Winch, auditor, . 1 00 
$247 65 
SCHOOLS. 
D. F. Cram, committee District No. 1, $140 65 
L. F. Smith, is ee: 140 65 
E. Holmes, s oi Soe Oy 146 65 
F. R. Bates, ug ¢ ee 146 65 
KE. E: Parker, “ . at tI 140 57 
Wetherbee, Angier and Lufkin, share paid Alstead, 28 07 
Whitney and Eaton’s share paid Charlestown, 13 01 
$756 25 
HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 
John W. Holden, cutting brush, oe Dv) 
F. H. Bundy, snow bill, 9 07 
H. E. Smith, snowing bridge and snow bill, 215 
Frank R. Bates, snow bill, 3 89 
J. M. Currier, es : 90 
We. Wilson, “ M 60 


E. W. Holden, ‘“ = 2 70 


J. H. Daggett, “ * 

John Condon, zs 

Eaton and E. H. Whitney, snow bill, 
Wm. Westney, Page Y 
L. F. Smith, re 
R. S. Morrison, bridge plank, 

John Furguson, snow bill, 

Wn. Kirkpatrick, snow bill, 


G. R. Holden, cre anne 
N. C. Marvin, seer cs 
I. P. Smith, hie tens 
J. B. Russell, eek es: 


Henry A. Huntley, road damages, 
Moses Elliot, building road, 
Patrick Condon, snow bill, 

Wm. J. Chandler, “ “ 

A. M. Holden, Sa 


F. M. Wetherbee, watering trough and snow bill, 


Jotham E. Taylor, snow bill, 

J. C. Walker, SON 

dee eA OL er. tsk MEMES ng 

E, Porter, cS ves 

F. R. Bates, bridge plank, 
Martin Bascom, snow bill, 

OG; G. Marshall, .. © ;* 

To do ayy eh) eh See oe 
Joseph Fifield, “ “ 
oOWarSolburn, .°*5~ .-* 

D. P. Davis, planking bridges and filling dump, 
Selectmen, railing on new road, 


C. F. Retting, snow bill, 


3 00 
18 15 
19 88 
6 96 
1 50 
6 14 
2 70 
9 00 
18 70 
7 06 
11 18 
5 40 
75 00 
114 00 
6 65 
4 55 
3 12 
10 00 
96 

3 00 
4 80 
3 90 
4 30 
5 70 
4 65 
2 70 
ache 
2 85 
3 00 
16 08 
1 59 


$397 O7 


—— 


_ ap AES ent oe 
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PAUPERS. 
Support of Condon family, 
Provisions and fuel for M. J. Clark, 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


M. Elwell, committee on old district No. 1, 
G. H. H. Silsby & Son, blank books, 

Dr. 8. T. Smith, returning births and deaths, 
S. King, error in settlement of books, 

A. N. Swain, printing reports, 
Humphrey Machine Co. & H. P. Ware, 
T. B. Fish, non-resident, highway tax worked, 
C. A. Holden, non-resident, highway tax paid, 
R. Elwell, bridge plank, 

Abatement of highway tax, 

Building shed and finishing room at town hall, 


H. 


/ 


rs 


SHEEP DAMAGED BY DOGS. 


Eleazer Porter, 


—————————— 


RECAPITULATION, 


Town officers, 
Schools, 
Highways and bridges, 
Paupers, 
Miscellaneous, 
Sheep damaged by dogs, 
State tax, 
County tax, 


$287 00 
32 26 


$319 26 


FF 


> Oe aT Re 


50 
85 
25 
73 
00 - 
50 
11 
80 
44 
47 
42 89 


eer LS? 


won re A 


$113 54 


$22 50 


$247 65 
756 25 
397 07 
319 26 
115 54 
/ 22 50 
620 00 
657 O07 


$3133 34 
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ASSETS. ce 
Cash in treasury, March 1, 1884, $239 05 
Taxes of 1880, uncollected, 2 99 
$242 04 

INDEBTEDNESS. Cts 
Outstanding accounts, estimated $125 00 
Balance in favor of the town, $117 04 


DANIEL P. DAVIS, Selectmen 
ALMON E. CLARK, ) deta he 

HENRY PRENTISS, )- Langdon. 

The undersigned Auditor, chosen by the town of Langdon, 

to examine the accounts of the officers of said town, hereby cert- 
ify that I have attended to the duties assigned me, and find the 
accounts of the said officers properly cast and balanced, and with — 
proper vouchers therefor. 


Auditor of Accounts for 
CHARLES WINCH, 
the town of Langdon. 


REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS. 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING Marcu -1, 1884. 


4) 


DISTRICT NO. 1. 


D. F. Cram, Prudential Committee. 


Miss E. Corrinne Holden taught the summer term. The 
register shows eight and one-half days of absence. six and one- 
half of non-membership, and no tardy marks. The school was 
well managed and successful. 

Miss Ella E. Wood taught the winter term. The order was 
good, and the work thorough. Written examinations were made 
from time to time, and the papers corrected, first by the scholar, 
then by the teacher. ‘This is a profitable exercise, as thereby ac- 
curacy of expression is cultivated. There were two and one- 
half days of absence, and one case of tardiness. This district has 
an excellent record for the year. 


DISTRICT NO. 2. 


LELAND Smiruy, Prudcntial Committee. 
, 


Miss Emma E. Leach kept the summer school There were 
twenty-three days of absence, and seven of non-membership, but 
no tardy marks. The school appeared quiet and orderly at its 
beginning ; no notice was given of its close, so no report can be 
made of its condition at that time. The law requires Prudential 
Committees to notify the Superintendent of the close of a term, 
but it has become custoinary for teachers to give the notice. 


210 


The fall term, which was taught by Miss Mary A. Simpson, 
went on quietly and with fair success. Two instances of tardi- 
iness, thirty-six days of absence, and twenty-two of non-member: 
ship were recorded. 

Miss Lizzie A. Brown taught the winter term, doing vigor- 
ous and careful work. Order and obedience were secured. There 
were forty tardy marks, thirty-four and one-half days of absence, 
and twenty-two of non-membership. T wenty-seven of the ab- 
sences, however, were causcd by sickness near the end of the 
school, and some of the tardy marks indicate, and very justly, 
failure to come in promptly at the close of recess. 


DISTRICT NO, 3. 


Epwarp Homes, Prudential Committee. 


The summer term, kept by Miss Sarah A. Porter, was well 
governed, well taught, and satisfactory to all. Tardy marks 
four, days of absence fifty-five, of non-membership thirty. The 
absences were nearly all caused by sickness. 

The fall term, taught by Miss C. E. Thrasher, was also sue- 
cessful. There was good feeling between teacher and pupils, and 
a fair amount of work was accomplished. Days of absence thir- 
teen, of non-membership thirty-three, tardy marks two. 

The winter term, taught by Mr. C. D. W. Thrasher, wes not 
so successful as could be desired. There was a want of interest 
and a want of industry. We regret to add there was one in- 
stance of undue severity in punishment. Children should be cor- 
rected for misbehavior, and judiciously punished when it is nec- 
essary, but not injured. Six of the scholars withdrew from time 
to time, during the last few weeks. Perhaps this is not the best 
way to meet such a difficulty. Our schools are for our scholars, 
and should be made profitable to them. Tardy marks eighteen, 
days of absence, fifty-six, of non-membership eighty-four, 


DISTRICT NO. 4.,. 
oF 


Frank R. Bares, Prudential Committee. 
The summer term, taught by Miss Mary A. Simpson, was 
pleasant and prosperous. There were no tardy marks. Days 
of absence thirty, of non-membership twelve and one-half. 


‘ 
| 
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The winter term was taught by Miss Hattie E. Davis. There 
was one case of tardiness. Days of absence thirty-nine and one- 
half, of non-membership one hundred and thirty-two. This was 
Miss D’s. first attempt at teaching. The order was somewhat de- 
fective, and there was not quite that thoroughness which is de- 
sirable, still she succeeded as well as the average inexperienced 
teacher. There was no ill feeling between teacher and scholars ; 
there was no disturbance, no trouble of any sort, still the 
attendance, of the older pupils was very irregular from 
the beginning, and toward the end of the term, all but one 
withdrew entirely, as did some of the younger ones, and the 
school closed with only four regular attendants. This is the fifth 
time within six years, that this school has been abandoned by tle 
scholars in the same way. On all these occasions exce} t this one, 
the school was closed prematurely, because it seemed a waste of 
money, to continue it for so few. These five teachers represented 
as many degrees of excellence, some having had long and suc- 
cessful experience, and some, no experience at all, and generally, 
there was no complaint against them ; there was simply indiffer- 
ence. The children did not wish to attend, and the parents al- 
lowed them to stay away. Undoubtedly, all that was needed to 
keep them in school was a little urgency at home. 

Now these children need all the training they can get from 
all these terms of school, to fit them for any calling upon which 
they may enter, but they are not able to see this at their age, as 
their parents can, and need the help of their authority. 


DISTRICT NO. 5. 


FE. E. Parker, Prudential Committee. 

The summer term, kept by Miss C. E. Thrasher, was pleas- 
ant and satisfactory. Very good progress was made. Tardy 
marks two, days of absence thirty-eight, of non-membership 
eighty-five. _ 

The winter term, Miss Emma E. Leach, teacher, was also 
prosperous. There was good order; the scholars were obedient 
and industrious, and good advancement was made. ‘Tardy marks 
ten, days of absence fourteen and one-half. Both these ladies be- 
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gan their teaching in this town, and both are making steady im- 
provement with their experience. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


We must admit that this year has not been one of our best. 
There has been a change of teachers every term, in every dis- 
trict. This always causes a loss of time. The same thing hap- 
pened last year, and the loss is becoming more and more appar- 
ent. If a teacher does well in a certain district, the Prudential 
Committee would do well to keep her there if possible. A teach- 
er may succeed admirably in one school and fail in another to 
which she is not adapted. We notice also, that while the evil of 
tardiness has been largely done away with, the evil of non-at- 
tendance still remains, and seems to be gaining strength. The 
days of absence and non-membership aggregate seven hundred 
and eighty-four and one-half This is certainly a large part of 
the whole attendance, and besides being a personal loss to the ab- 
sentees, must be a great interruption to the general work. We 
hope that in the near future, the pupil who is absent, except for 
sickness, will become as unpopular as the tardy one. This mat- 
ter rests largely with the parents. ; 

Some of our school houses with their belongings, haye re- 
ceived hard usage. Many of the floors have been untidy, because 
unswept. A little planning and oversight, and perhaps, sweep- 
ing on the part of the teachers, would correct this. 

But if there are losses, and drawbacks there are also more hope- 
ful things. There is some very good material in our schools, espec- 
lally among the younger children, and many havestudied faithfully 
and made good progress. There has been very little willful or pro- 
longed disobedience; most of the pupils do cheerfully whatever 
they are requested todo, 

_ A new set of maps has been bought in district No. 1, and all 
the school houses are substantially in good repair, 

The Legislature of New Hampshire has made provision for 
Teachers’ Institutes to be holden in the different counties of the 
state, for the purpose of promoting the educational interests of 
the people. Many of our teachers need special preparation, if 
not additional education, to fit them for. their work. It is to be 


«> 


é 
; 
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regretted that only one attended the Institute held at Newport 
last fall. We would also call the attention of teachers to the late 
amendment of the law relating to text books, which requires that 
teachers shall be examined in physiology and hygiene, with spec- 
ial reference to the effects of alcoholic drinks and narcotics upon 
the human system, and that this shall be a regular study in 
school hereafter. 


ROLL OF HONOR. 


Names of scholars who have not been absent or tardy dur- 
ing the entire year: 

District No. 1.—Edith G. Holden, Gertrude E. Marshall, 
Charlie H. Cram, Floyd N. Rugg. 

District No. 3.—Luvilla M. Ramsey. 

District No. 4.—Mary H. Elwell. 

District No: 5.—Etta M. Davis. 

Names of pupils who have not been absent or tardy for two 
entire terms: 

District No. 2.—Edith M. Dow, Florence H. Webber 
Ada W. Wallace. 

Names of scholars who have not been absent or tardy for an 
entire term: 

District No. 1.—Etta M. Holden, James W. Bascom, 
Marshall A. Currier, Allen K. Holden. 

Disrricr No. 2.—Ida M. Dow, Grace L. Parker, Fred L. 
Davidson. : 

Disrricr No. 3.—Annie L. Condon, Lizzie B. Fifield, - 
Della C. Walker, Willie B. Holden. 
| District No. 4.—Georgie B. Leach, Hattie A. Wright, 
Lewis A. Wright. 7 

District No. 5.—Stella E. Brackett, Dean S. Russell. 


Number of children between the ages of five and fifteen 
years, not attending any school, 3. 

Whole number of children between the ages of five and fif- 
teen years, as reported by the selectmen, 52. 

Number of boys, 21. 

Number of girls, 31. 
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Number of scholars in actual attendance, as reported by the 
teachers, 66. mR § | 
Average attendance, 8.88. 
Aggregate length of schools in weeks, 111. — 
Respectfully submitted, 
‘ M. 8. PRENTISS, a 
Superintendent of Schools. 
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